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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

1. Claims 10 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

2. With respect to Claim 10, "recipient identifier" is indefinite and not defined 
with in the specification. However for purposes of examination Examiner 
determined the meaning to be either a code used to identify the recipient and/or 
merely the recipient's name. 

3. With respect to Claim 19, "... include a further code identifying each of a 
plurality of recipient names which have the same recipient address code." Has 
been interpreted by Examiner to mean that a package may be delivered to a 
different person at the same address. No other special meaning is included with 
in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US patent 6,394,354 (Knowles). 
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6. With respect to Claim 1 : Knowles discloses 

A method for providing a user with a personalized shipment system, 
comprising: 

registering a user by obtaining user data (Column 26, lines 60-65 wherein 
the user is the "shipper 1 ' and the shipper is given a unique Shipper Identification 
Number which Examiner considers to be the same as registering); 

associating the user data with a unique user identifier (Column 26, lines 
60-65 wherein Examiner interprets the Shipper Identification Number to be 
equivalent to a "unique user identifier"); 

generating label data for each of a plurality of labels (Column 26, lines 25- 

29), 

each label including a unique label identifier a machine 
language (Column 26, lines 25-29); 

associating the label identifier with the user identifier in 
computer database (Column 26, lines 16-20 and also Column 26, 55-68); 

receiving an item to be shipped including one of the labels and recipient 
data including a destination data of the item (Column 26, lines 25-30); 

determining whether the destination data is in a machine language 
(Column 26, 25-30 wherein Knowles discloses creating a label in machine 
language, inherently at this step Knowles must make a determination whether or 
not the information is in a computer language); 

translating, when the destination data is not in a machine language, the 
destination data into machine language destination data (Column 26, 25-30); 
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obtaining the unique label identifier and the machine language destination 
data from the item using a machine capable of reading the machine language 
during the shipment of the item (Column 26, 53-67 wherein Examiner considers 
Knowles's "unique number assigned to each package", line 61 to be equivalent to 
"unique label identifier" and "destination data" to be equivalent to "Destination 
Information Field" line 65); 

recording in the computer database tracking data based on the machine 
language unique label identifier and the machine language data (Column 26, 55- 
60); and 

providing the tracking data regarding shipment progress the item response 
a request referencing at least one of the user identifier and the destination data 
((Column 27, 50-62)(Column 5, 53-68) when the bar code is created it contains 
information such as designation data in it (URL/ZIP Code) (Column 1 , 42-48)). 

7. With respect to Claim 2: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language unique label identifier and the machine 
language destination data are stored on the item in form one of a barcode and an 
RFID tag (Column 26, line 26 and Fig 1 1 B). 

8. With respect to Claim 3: Knowles discloses 

generating, using the label data, the plurality of labels by at least one of 
the user, postal delivery service and a predetermined third party provider 
(Column 26, 25-28). 

9. With respect to Claim 4: Knowles discloses 
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wherein the tracking data includes time data and location data 
corresponding to the scanning (Figure 1 1B, 55L). 

10. With respect to Claim 5: Knowles discloses 

wherein the label data is stored in at least one of a barcode and an RFID 
tag (Column 26, line 26 and Fig 11B). 

1 1 . With respect to Claim 6: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language destination data includes at least one 
recipient name and a recipient address code (Column 26, 25-29). 

12. With respect to Claim 7: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language destination data includes a further code 
identifying each of a plurality of recipient names which have the same recipient 
address code (Column 26, 25-29). 

13. With respect to Claim 8: Knowles discloses 

wherein the label data includes optional additional data generated by the 
user (Column 27, 1-12 which discloses Delivery Instructions Field which is 
equivalent to optional additional data according to Applicant's specification Page 
5 [0010] and Column 27, 20-30 wherein Knowles discloses explicitly an Other 
Information Field). 

14. With respect to Claim 9: Knowles discloses 

wherein the label data, the destination data and postage data are stored 
on the label as a two-dimensional barcode (Fig 13, 57 and Column 26, 25-29). 

15. With respect to Claim 10: Knowles discloses 
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associating by the user the recipient address code with a predetermined 
recipient identifier (Fig 1 1 B 55E and 55D, wherein Examiner considers the 
"Destination Identification Field" to be equivalent to the recipient identifier). 

16. With respect to Claim 11: Knowles discloses 

wherein the tracking data includes the optional additional data (Column 
27, 1-12 which discloses Delivery Instructions Field which is equivalent to 
optional additional data according to Applicant's specification Page 5 [0010] and 
Column 27, 20-30 wherein Knowles discloses explicitly an Other Information 
Field and FIG 11B55G). 

17. With respect to Claim 12: Knowles discloses 

wherein the tracking data includes an arrival date indicative of one an 
actual date and an estimated date of arrival of the item at the destination (See 
FIG 1 1B and Column 27, 12-13 wherein Knowles discloses disclosing the 
"expected date of deliver" which is the equivalent of the estimated date of arrival). 

18. With respect to Claim 13: Knowles discloses 

A system for providing a user with a personalized shipment system for 
shipment of an item, comprising: 

a first computing arrangement generating label data for each plurality of 
labels, each label including a unique label identifier in a machine language (Figs 
8 and 9 and Column 26, 12-32); 

a second computing arrangement including a database and storing user 
data in the database, the second computing arrangement associating the user 
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data with a unique user identifier and associating the unique label identifier with 
the user identifier in the database (Figs 8 and 9 and Column 26, 12-32); 

a first shipment processing arrangement receiving an item to be shipped 
(inherently Knowles must receive an item to be shipped), the item including one 
of the labels and recipient data including destination data of the item (Column 26, 
25-29), the first shipment processing arrangement determining whether the 
destination data is in a machine language and, when the destination data is not 
in a machine language, the first shipment processing arrangement translates the 
destination data into the machine language destination data and marks the item 
with the machine language destination data (Column 26, 25-29); 

a second shipment processing arrangement obtaining the machine 
language unique label identifier and the machine language destination data from 
the item during the shipment (Column 28, 34-43), the second shipment 
processing arrangement recording in the database tracking data based on the 
association of the label identifier and the destination data (Column 28, 45-50), 

wherein the tracking data is provided by the second computing 
arrangement in response to a request referencing at least one of the user 
identifier and the destination data (Column 29, 44-51). 
19. With respect to Claim 14: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language unique label identifier and the machine 
language destination data are stored on the item in one of a barcode and an 
RFID tag, and wherein the first shipment processing arrangement includes at 
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least one of a barcode reader, a barcode writer, an RFID tag reader and an RFID 
tag writer (Figs 9, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 3 and 1 4 and Column 26, 25-29). 

20. With respect to Claim 15: Knowles discloses 

a printing arrangement generating the plurality of labels by at least one of 
the user, a postal delivery service and a predetermined third party provider using 
the label data (Fig 9, 35 and Column 26, 25-29). 

21 . With respect to Claim 16: Knowles discloses 

wherein the printing arrangement includes at least one of a barcode writer 
and an RFID tag writer (Fig 9, 35 and 37 and Column 26, 25-29). 

22. With respect to Claim 17: Knowles discloses 

wherein the tracking data includes time and location data corresponding to 
receipt of the item by the second shipment processing arrangement (Fig 1 1 B, 
55M-Jand Fig14,A-C). 

23. With respect to Claim 18: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language recipient data includes at least one 
recipient name and a recipient address code (Column 26, 25-29). 

24. With respect to Claim 19: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language destination data includes a further code 
identifying each of a plurality of recipient names which have the same recipient 
address code (Figure 1 1B and Column 26, 65-67 wherein Knowles discloses a 
destination information field which is certainly capable of having a plurality of 
names which have the same recipient address code). 

25. With respect to Claim 20: Knowles discloses 
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wherein the label data includes optional additional data generated by the 
user (Column 27, 1-12 which discloses Delivery Instructions Field which is 
equivalent to optional additional data according to Applicant's specification Page 
5 [0010] and Column 27, 20-30 wherein Knowles discloses explicitly an Other 
Information Field). 

26. With respect to Claim 21: Knowles discloses 

wherein the label data, the machine language recipient data and postage 
data are stored on the label as a two-dimensional barcode (Fig 13, 57 and 
Column 26, 25-29). 

27. With respect to Claim 22: Knowles discloses 

wherein the user associates the recipient address with a recipient identifier 
(Column 26, 25-29). 

28. With respect to Claim 23: Knowles discloses 

wherein the machine language recipient data includes a further code 
indicative of each of a plurality of recipients located at the destination (Figure 
1 1B, 55D and Column 26, 65-67 wherein Knowles discloses a destination 
information field which the system is certainly capable of having a further code 
indicative of a plurality of recipients located at the destination because it also has 
a separate Zip Code field). 

29. With respect to Claim 24: Knowles discloses 

wherein the tracking data includes an arrival date indicative one of an 
actual date and an estimated date of arrival of the item at the destination (See 
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FIG 1 1 B and Column 27, 12-13 wherein Knowles discloses disclosing the 
"expected date of deliver" which is the equivalent of the estimated date of arrival). 

Response to Arguments 

30. Applicant's arguments filed 8/22/05 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

31 . As to "registering a user by obtaining user data" and "associating the user 
data with a unique user identifier", Applicant states that it is possible a particular 
Shipper Identification Number is always assigned to an anonymous shipper (See 
Remarks, page 10, paragraph 1). 

Examiner turns to Wilz, column 26, 60-65 where it states specifically that a 
Shipper Identification Number field is there to store an identifying number 
assigned to each shipper authorized to ship package. 

Note: Although not argued by Applicant the act of "registering" merely requires to 
make entry of into a register and by Applicant's own definition only requires 
"obtaining user data"; which certainly is accomplished taught by Wilz. 

32. As to "determing whether the destination data is a machine language" and 
"translating, when the destination data is not in a machine language, the 
destination data into a machine language", Applicant contends the destination 
data is always created in a machine language and thus no determination or 
translation is disclosed (See Remarks, page 10, paragraph 2). 

Examiner turns to Wilz, Column 26, 12-32 wherein a user enters in 
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package related information. Then the creation of a machine language label 
occurs. Applicant ignores the fact that when a shipper enters in package - 
related information the system makes a determination that the human language 
is not in machine language, translates the human language into a machine 
language, THEN creates the label after the determining and translating steps 
have occurred. Examiner is giving the claims their broadest reasonable 
interpretation. 

33. Perhaps most notably Applicant contends that as to "providing the tracking 
data regarding shipment progress of the item in response to a request 
referencing at least one of the user identifier and the destination data" that Wilz 
does not do so. 

Applicant turns to Merriams On-Line Dictionary for a definition of the term 
referencing: 

1 : the act of referring or consulting 

2 : a bearing on a matter : relation <in reference to 
your recent letter> 

3 : something that refers : as a : allusion , mention b 
: something (as a sign or indication) that refers a 
reader or consulter to another source of information 
(as a book or passage) c : consultation of sources of 
information 

Wilz discloses and Applicant admits "that computers and internet browsers 
incorporated within the routing, tracking, and delivery system may access 
information fields" (See Remarks, page 10, paragraph 3). Applicants own 
admission what Wilz teaches is sufficient to meet the scope of Applicant's own 
claim given its broadest reasonable interpretation. In that the accessed 
information fields the bar code and the URL both reference to the user identifier 
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and/or destination data. If Applicant wants the claim to read, as Applicant 
argues, that the request is made by using only the user identifier or destination 
data then Applicant is requested to amend the claims as such. 

Furthermore, more support for "referencing" either a user identifier or 
destination data can be found in that Wilz (Column 5, 53-68) when the bar code 
is created it contains information such as designation data in it (URL/ZIP Code) 
(Column 1 , 42-48); thus when scanning the bar code in Wilz one is requesting 
tracking data referencing designation data. 

34. As to Claim 13, which recites limitation similar to that recited in claim 1, 
Examiner upholds rejections based upon same reasoning. 

Conclusion 

35. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Patent Number 6,600,418 which uses RFID and barcodes for object tracking. 
Patent Numbers 6,862,577; 6,772,130; 4,839,813; 5,313,051; 6,047,264; 
6,321,992. 

36. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
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action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Matthew L Brooks whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-8112. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday; 
8 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-81 12. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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